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Stamp Detectives:
NOCTURNAL ANIMALS

ON STAMPS QUIZ
from Mike Munzer

Some of these questions are so easy that
you may be able to answer them without

looking at your Australian stamp collection or
Catalogue.

The answer to each of the following ten
questions is the name of a nocturnal creature,
found on an Australian stamp.
What creature is found on:-

1 The 75c value of the 1974 Animal
definitive issue.

2 The 40c value of the 1993 Australian
Wildlife issue.

3 The 20c value of the 1980 Australian
Dogs issue

4 The 40c value of the 1982 Animals
definitive issue.

5 One of the stamps in the Se-tenant pair
issued for the Sesquicentenary of
Victoria.

6 The 55c value of the 1981
Endangered Species issue.

7 The 10c value of the 1996 Nature of
Australia issue.

8 One of the 43c values in the 1991
Australian Insects issue.

9 The flying creature on one of the 45c
stamps in the 1992 Threatened
Species issue.

10 The 65c value in the 1990 Animals
of the High Country issue.

Please write out the ten names and send in
your entry to Linda Lee at the address on
page 2. Mark the envelope “Nocturnal
Creatures” and  remember to include your
own name and address and your age.

Keep in mind that prizes are awarded for
neatness and presentation as well as correct
answers. All entrants will receive a Birds
minisheet and the winners will also receive nice
prizes from Australia Post and ASDA.

Please Note: Entries Close on
Friday, December 5th, 1997

FIND THE THEME
from Betty Van Tenac

In recent years Australia Post has produced
maximum cards for every stamp issue. These

maximum cards are really postal stationery and
have a place in thematic collections. The

maximum card highlights
the design of the stamp,
however,  it   often
includes other elements
not on the stamp,  but

which can be used in other themes.   Let us
take a look at the 1992 Christmas issue ASC
#1371 “Christmas morning”.
 Under magnification we can see on the stamp:-

1. Boy (children)
2. Bed (furniture)
3. Clock (clocks- time)
4. Dinosaur Poster (Dinosaurs)
5. Christmas Tree (Christmas)
6. Presents under tree. (Christmas)
7. Door handle (Metals)
8. Venetian blinds (Furnishings)

 However, if we look at the maximum card we
can see additional themes:-

1. Pottery elephant (Elephant)
2. Candles (Candles - Christmas)
3. Candlesticks (Candles-Furnishings)
4. Stockings (Christmas - clothing)
5. Fireplace (Fire-bricks)
6. Star (Christmas - Decorations)
7. Baubles (Christmas - Decorations)
8. Tinsel (Christmas - Decorations)
Check out the other two stamps in the 1992

Christmas issue
and see what
other themes
you can find.
The 1997
C h r i s t m a s
stamps will be
issued soon, so
don’t forget to
look closely at
the stamps,
maxicard and
aerogramme to
see what these
issues  turn up!

POSTAL HISTORY
with Ed Druce

If you look carefully at the envelope
illustrated below you will see that

somebody has written ‘via Panama’ at the top
left corner.

You may also notice that the date stamp
(cancellation) shows that it was posted on
January 1st,  1868 in Sydney, New South
Wales. On the reverse is an arrival postmark
showing that the letter arrived in London on
March 2nd, 1868, so it took sixty-two days
to make the journey.

This is, of course, long before aeroplanes
were invented and so all of the letters from
Australia to overseas addresses went by ship.
Sometimes they were sailing ships but by the
1860’s they were mostly steamers.
      At this time there were two ways in which
mail could be sent to or from Europe. Either
East via the Indian Ocean, the Red Sea,
through the Suez Canal  and across the
Mediterranean or West across the Pacific,
through the Isthmus of Panama and over the
Atlantic Ocean.
      This introduces a major area of interest to
Postal Historians - the postal routes over which
the letters travel.
Postal History is .....
an interest in envelopes (or covers), and the
postmarks, the routes and the postal rates
which can be found from these covers.
Postal Historians collect and study the routes,
rates and markings of areas, or countries, or
their local area or even just one post office.

Getting Started (1)

    You may have already started your Postal
History collection by putting aside envelopes
that come in the mail.
    Do not forget to ask your aunts and uncles,
not to mention granny and grandpa, to put aside
their mail as well. Ask them not to tear off the
stamps but give the envelopes to you as they
arrived in the post.

Pictorial Postmarks

Many post offices around Australia have
pictorial postmarkers that are used for First day
Issues and special events. Ask at your local
post office whether they have a pictorial
postmarker. If they do then ask if they would
be prepared to cancel a special cover for you.
They will seldom say No!

    You can usually buy a
blank first day cover
from a current issue for
about 25c or even a
postcard if you prefer.
Add your favourite 45c
stamp, the pictorial

postmark and BINGO you’ve just produced
your very own Souvenir Cover.
    You can build an
interesting collection by
comparing the normal
postmarks from post
offices in your local area
or state with pictorial
postmarks from the
same post offices.

The Arrival
mark on the
back of the

cover.
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Congratula-
tions to all

of our
Competition

Winners.
If you have
not received
your “Just

 for Entering”
prize for
Stamp

Detectives,
please write

and tell
Linda Lee.

Just for Entering.  Everyone who entered this
competition should have received a miniature
sheet with horses in the design.  If not please
write to me as soon as possible.

David Storey’s entry included donkeys,
which of course could not be included as he
realized.  Robert Hall also noted that the
Tasmanian 3d Green, 1882 was the first
Australian stamp to show a horse, and listed
all the Australian States stamps that depicted
horses.  He also asked:
   “What was the first stamp in the world to
show a horse?  Does anyone know?

The Flavel brothers sent some very
attractive drawings and we are thinking about
putting these on our Internet page.

Well that’s all about prizes for this issue. We
are still working on our points system and will
report on this shortly.  In the meantime get your
entries in for our new competition. Remember,
all entries receive a prize..

Keep those cards and letters coming in,
Stamp Detectives!

Linda Lee
APF Youth Development Officer
34 Oceanview Avenue
DOVER HEIGHTS  NSW  2030

Your Magazine is
published by the

Australian Philatelic
Federation.

Managing Editor:   Linda Lee
APF Youth Development Officer

Executive Editor:    Ron Young
Salisbury Philatelic Society Inc

Co-ordinating Officer: Mike Munzer
SAPC Education Officer

Contributions and articles should
 be sent to the following address:

Mr Mike Munzer
Education Officer SAPC
4 Tulip Court
PARAFIELD GARDENS    5107

  or via Email to the Editor, Ron Young
rpy@picknowl.com.au

APF Webpage

New URL
http://www.apf.org.au

Click on Kids Corner on the Homepage.

YOUTH
PHILATELY NEWS

from the APF

It gives me great pleasure to announce the
winners of our first two competitions,

Naming the Magazine, and the Stamp
Detectives; List of Horses on Australian
Stamps.  We had 26 suggestions for names for
our magazine.  All the names were considered
by a panel including the Editorial Committee
and a representative of the APF Executive.  It
was a very difficult decision to make as all the
suggestions were good.  We finally decided on
four winners.  The winner of the first prize is:
Tullamarine Junior Stamp Club, Victoria for
THE YOUNG COLLECTOR.  This will be
the title of the magazine.  So congratulations to
all of the club members.

The other three winning titles will be
considered for sections within the magazine.
These are:
Second prize: Stamps Aussie,

 Jia Jia Zhoo, NSW
Third prize;  Junior Journal

Jay Williamson, NSW
Fourth prize: Cool Collecting

Lisa Huang Queensland
Congratulations to all our winners!

“Horses” Competition
   There were several categories in the Stamp
Detectives List of Horses on Australian Stamps
and the winners are;
Neatest Entry (Handwritten)

Robert Hall, SA
Neatest Entry (Typed),

Emma Tillitzki, NSW,
Neatest Entry (Computer),

David Story, NSW
First Correct Entry Received.

Melissa DiBiase, SA
Most Attractive Entry:

Daniel, Shaun and Ryan Flavel, SA
entered the best illustrated answers

WHAT ARE MAXIMUM CARDS?

by Barbara Bartsch

A lot of  people collect stamps - Some
 people collect  postmarks - and  some

people collect picture postcards.   But
people who collect Maximum Cards
collect all three!

They are called ‘Maximum’ cards
because there should  be a maximum
relationship between the stamp  - the
postmark - and the picture postcard.

Ever  since  postcards  became  popular
people  loved  to exchange them  with friends
and stamps  were often  placed on  the
picture side. Things changed in  1930,  when

postal  regulations said  the  stamp  had  to
be on the  back of a card.    The first stamps
were usually portraits of a King, Queen, or
President, but as countries began to use
interesting scenes of recognisable places, it
was noticed  accidentally that it
made the card interesting to have
a similar stamp and postmarked at
the place pictured.

My oldest Maximum  card
shows an  Egyptian  pyramid  on
a similar      postcard postmarked
Alexandria in  1911,  but the word
‘Maximum’  was not  used  until
1932  by  a  Frenchman.   The first
organised  group  of  collectors
were  also French, but the hobby

soon grew and  by 1978 it was
recognised  internationally.  It has only
been accepted  into Australian Philatelic
Exhibitions in the last few years.
   Australia  Post  now produces  some
beautiful  examples  with  every  issue,
and  it  can be fun  to see if they  really
are ‘Maximum’  Cards.   That is, do the
stamp,  the postmark and the card all
have a close relationship?  If they  do
not then they are only Souvenir cards -
not Maximum Cards!
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Aerophilately
is more than
one area of
collecting.
It offers a

wide range
of interests.

MORE AEROPHILATELY
 from David Collyer and Ron Young

From the earliest times of powered flight,
souvenirs in the form of envelopes have

been prepared for collectors. First Flight covers
can show how aviation developed within a
region or throughout a country. From the 1950’s
through to the 1970’s QANTAS produced a
range of covers for its first and special flights.

    The postage rates for airmail were, until
recent times, much higher than for the normal
letter rate which travelled by surface transport
such as rail, road, or ship. Nowadays nearly all
mail between Australian states travels by air,
but there are still alternatives for overseas mail
services. To reduce the weight of air letters, and
thus also costs, Postal Services offer the
Aerogramme which is a light weight prepaid
letter sheet at a reduced postage rate. Australia
was one of the earliest producers of airletters/
aerogrammes.

    To show that mail was to
go by airmail special labels
were made which are called
airmail etiquettes.
   Australia’s first national
label was made in 1930 and
since that time there have
been many changes of design.

The most recent has been in October 1996
where the airmail label now has a white border,
which contains a luminescent substance, which
allows airmail letters to be detected in Automatic
Sorting Machines.

From the mid 1950’s jet aircraft were
introduced by most major airlines and a
collection of first flight covers from this
period can be interesting.
   There are a number of other means of
air transport besides balloons, airships and
aircraft.  Mail can also be flown by
Rocket. Australia had a number of rocket
mails in the mid 1930’s.

Mail can also be delivered to remote areas
by parachute. The Australian Antarctic base
at Macquarie island received a regular mid-
winter supply and mail drop by parachute.

Yet another way of delivering mail through
the air is to use carrier pigeons, such letters are
called pigeon grams.

Junior Journal:  A New Club
Newcastle & Lake Macquarie Youth Stamp Group

Condensed from a Report by Bob Smith and Brian Wall

The latest Airmail “etiquette”
from Australia Post

Some early
airliners

looked very
much like

packing cases
with wings!

1984 issue to commemorate
the first airmail flight from

Australia to New Zealand in
1934

This 1953 Souvenir flight cover for the
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II
travelled from London to Honiara

The formation of a new junior club is an
undertaking not to be taken lightly, as

Bob Smith and Brian Wall found out when
they set about starting a club in the Newcastle
area of NSW.

    Typical problems were breakdowns in
communication with local schools (they didn’t
receive the letters) and the need for
resources and material. There was also a
general uncertainty about the number of
children who would actually turn up at the
first meeting, planned for Tuesday 8th July
1997.
    The great day dawned and guests from
the NSW Stamp Council, and the Newcastle
Junior Stamp Club joined the local team for
the  “ Cutting of the Ribbon” of the
Newcastle & Lake Macquarie Youth
Stamp Group ,  or “NLM” for short.
Nineteen local children turned up to become
foundation members of the new club, with
four more sending their apologies.
   Everyone present received a large bag
containing all manner of material, including
catalogues, tweezers, magnifying glass,
Australia Post Literature, special covers ..
oh .. and a few stamps of course!
      Bob and Brian have great plans for future
activities including an Annual Auction at
which members can bid for lots using Auction
Points (a bit like Monopoly Money) that they

have “earned” for answering quizzes,
completing projects and taking part in other
activities at earlier meetings.

All of us here at “Your Magazine” would
like to congratulate the organizers  and
members of the Newcastle & Lake
Macquarie Youth Stamp Group.

Well done all of you!

ABOUT OUR COVER

We hope that you like the Owl on our
cover. It is one of the beautiful maxicards
from the “Creatures of the Night” set
issued on September 30th as the theme
for Stamp Month this year.

Thank you to Australia Post for
permission to use an advance copy.

Bob Smith with some of the members of the new club
during a segment dealing with the use of catalogues.

1955 QANTAS Souvenir cover for the beginning
of airmail flights from Perth to the Cocos Islands


