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 Editorial  
 

If your Society, Club, or organization wishes to 

publicize its activities or publications to the 

broader philatelic community please send de-

tails to the editor via the GPO Box or direct by 

email in Word, Publisher or PDF  format to          

                     alson@iinet.net.au  

All contributions ought to be sent well in ad-

vance of the event because of the dates of publi-

cation of VPC News .  

The closing dates for material for the next two 

issues of VPC News  are: 

¶ 22nd August for the September issue  

¶ 21st November for the December issue  

VPC prints 340 copies of each issue of VPC 

News  and these are sent to 135 different indi-

viduals or organizations. VPC News  is mailed 

out in the week prior to the first of the month 

each quarter.  

Alex Stoneman  (03) 54642400   

 

 

Victorian Philatelic Council  
Office Bearers 2011  

President : John Rennie  

Vice President : t.b.d.  

Secretary/Treasurer : Peter Leitch  

 

 

 

Representatives on Victorian  

Philatelic Council 2011  
Clubs : Charles Bromser, Alex Stoneman,  

             Ray Lancaster, 1 vacancy  

R.P.S.V .: Gary Brown, Peter Leitch,  

                 Frank Pauer, John Rennie                

A.P.T.A .: Robert Williamson, 3 vacancies  

Australia Post : 1 vacancy  

 

 

 

Items for the APF website  

 
Please send details of club events or changes in 

club meetings, contacts or office bearers to Jeff 

Trinidad, APF webmaster:  

<jeff@jystamps2000.com> 

ôVPC Newsõ 
 

The Victorian Philatelic Council publishes 

VPC News quarterly. It is issued in 

March, June, September, and December.  

VPC News  is distributed free of charge  

to:   §   All Victorian Philatelic Societies 

and Stamp Clubs affiliated with the VPC  

§ Victorian based APTA members  

§ Philatelic Managers at Collector 

Corner outlets of Australia Post  

§ Other Australian State Philatelic 

Councils  

An electronic version of VPC News is 

available on the APF web -site . The for-

mat and contents of this version may dif-

fer from the print version. For instance, 

the listings of philatelic events and the 

listings of Stamp Clubs are already on the 

APF site, and are not duplicated.   
 

VPC Meeting Dates for 2011  

 
Monday  7th February,  

Monday  9th May,  

Monday 4th July,  

Monday 7th November,  

+ another [t.b.c.]  

At  5.30 pm  

At RHSVõs Purves House, Ashburton.  

 

 

VPC Award of Merit  
The VPC presents an Award Of Merit to 

people who have made an outstanding 

contribution to philately in Victoria. This 

is usually for a contribution to the wider 

collecting community. If your Club would 

like to nominate a person for this Award, 

please contact the VPC Secretary for de-

tails and a nomination form.  

 

Junior Downloadable Albums  
Two more sets of album pages are planned 

for 2012. They are Sport in Australia  

and Christmas Stamps of Australia . If 

you would like to assist with this project 

please contact Alex Stoneman. [Details on 

page 1 of VPC News]  
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This Stamp Show and National One Frame Ex-

hibition was held at the Geelong West Town 

Hall in the first weekend in August. The orga-

nizing Committee did a great job ñthe Show 

went very smoothly, with lots of highlights.  

The stamp collector was well catered for with 

stamp dealers and club members having trad-

ing tables.  

Displays were prepared by club members to 

complement the 25 entries in the One Frame 

Competition.  

There were giveaways for youngsters.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the One Frame Competition:  

 

The Grand Award went to Michel Roland For 

Economic Reasons , which scored a Gold 

[90pts]  

The Runner Up went to John Panckridge for 

his  Germany 1923: A Nation In Crisis Gold 

[86 pts]  

The Best Novice Award went to Raymond Lan-

caster for his The Definitive Faces of 

Marianne of France  Bronze [60 pts]  

 

The Prizes were donated by Geelong Philatelic 

Society and the Victorian Philatelic Council.  

 

Congratulations to all the entrants in this com-

petition and well done to the hardworking 

GEEPEX Organising Committee and to the 

members of Geelong Philatelic Society.  

 

 

N.A.P.E. Magazine  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The August issue includes articles on:  

an exhibit: Women In Society by Linda Lee[15 

pages],  Aspects of the Boer War [7 pages], and 

Revenues, Australian Philatelic Order Award, 

and more.  

 

 It is a good read for philatelists, and an ex-

cellent read for exhibitors. Membership of 

NAPE is only $35 p.a. + $2 for credit card 

payment.  

Subscriptions to: Hans Karman, PO Box 462, 

Civic Square, ACT. 2608 or email:  

<secretary@nape.info> 

 

 

 

Australia 2013  

 

 

Australia 2013 will be an International 

Exhibition at the Exhibition Buildings in 

Carlton 14th ð19th May 2013. This 

marks the centenary of the Kangaroo and 

Map stamps. Planning is well underway 

and souvenirs are available.  

The site can be found at 

<www.apf.org.au>  

Raymond Lancaster, secre-

tary of GEEPEX and VPC 

member, officially wel-

comes attendees to the VPC 

Congress. This was part of 

the weekendôs activities. 
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The VPC has available some sets of phila-

telic displays for loan to Societies and Clubs 

wanting to have some special / different ac-

tivity. Some titles are:  

Seebeck Issues of Ecuador  
16 pages showing representative sets of stamps and covers from 

Ecuador during the period of Nicholas Seebeckõs contract [1890 to 

1896]. The issues were prolific, earning the ire of collectors and 

catalogue publishers at the time and since.   

 

The Development of Australiaõs  

Internal Airmail Services  
16 pages of stamps and covers from the Guillaux flight of 1914 to 

the 1941 Melbourne -Sydney first night mail service. It is fully il-

lustrated in colour.  

 

Famous Stamps  
24 pages showing famous stamps and their stories. These range 

from the 1840 Penny Black  to the firsts of certain issues such as 

the first mini -sheet, the first airmail, the first inverted stamp, etc. 

It is a fun exhibit and will draw comment from viewers.  

 

Japanese Occupation of Malaya  
16 pages showing the range of Japanese overprints on Malayan 

stamps from 1942 to 1945, and the British Military Administration 

cancels from 1945. This exhibit is well researched and of great 

interest.  

 

The Carriage of Mail By Air  
16 pages setting out the development of mail carried in the air: 

from the Paris balloon mail of 1870 to space shuttle airmail of 

1983. The range of delivery methods is mind -boggling and this 

exhibit is fully illustrated with stamps, covers, and informative 

text.  

 

Rocket Mail  
15 pages from a much longer [128 pages!] display which traces the 

development of rocket mail. It is fully illustrated and includes 

pages from Austria, U.S.A., India, Germany, Australia, Nether-

lands, Yugoslavia, Cuba, and Russia. It is staggering to learn that 

so many of these rockets crashed!  

 

 

Australian Postage Dues  
24 pages showing postage due stamp series from N.S.W. ,Victoria, 

and the Commonwealth of Australia from 1890 to 1963.  It in-

cludes a few covers and the text is informative for sorting out the 

various issues.  

 

Aden -The Dhows  
13 pages showing the first issue of the colony in 1937. This is 

known as the Dhow issue. Its scope includes value tablet proofs, 

the use of high values on cover, colour variations, a specimen set, 

and good commercial usages. The text explains the illustrated 

items.  

 

Collecting Cricket as a Stamp Topic  
13 pages of fascinating material about cricket. It includes stamps, 

advertising, tickets, mini -sheets, blocks, covers, postcards, picture -

postcards, proofs, cards, telephone cards and errors.  This is a dis-

play that non -stamp collectors would also find fascinating!  

 

These displays are available through the 

VPC Secretary or the VPC News editor.  

Displays Available for Loan  Collector Series  
(Information Brochures)  

The APF has produced a series of information bro-
chures designed to provide the "not so serious" collec-
tor and other first time stamp enthusiasts with some 
pointers about stamps and stamp collections. Each is 
available in a convenient downloadable pdf format; sim-
ply click on them to download the topic that interests 
you. 

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Why Collect Stamps? 

Why Join A Stamp Club? 

I have just inherited a stamp collection - 
where do I go from here? 

I have rediscovered stamp collecting - 
where do I go from here? 

Where do I get stamps for my collection ? 

Beyond Australia 

How can I identify and value my stamps? 

An Introduction to Exhibition - Part One 

An Introduction to Exhibiting - Part Two 

An Introduction to Stamp Collecting 

http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb1.pdf
http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb2.pdf
http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb3.pdf
http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb3.pdf
http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb4.pdf
http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb4.pdf
http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb5.pdf
http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb6.pdf
http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb7.pdf
http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb8a.pdf
http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb8b.pdf
http://www.apf.org.au/collecting/csb10.pdf
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GARY BROWN  
 

Gary has been a collector since 

a child, first collecting the 

whole world and then British 

Commonwealth and especially 

remembers the holidays and 

the Ampol Stamps. In the 

early 1970s he joined Ring-

wood Stamp Society and in 

1977 became a member of the 

Royal Philatelic Society of Vic-

toria, later being a Council 

member and its President for 2 

years: he became one of the 10 

inaugural Fellows of the Soci-

ety in 2010.  

 

Gary is a current member of 

the VPC and a Past President. 

He was on the committeeõs for 

Melbourne Stampshow 2002 

and Melbourne Stampshow 

2009. He has organized and 

run Exhibitorsõ courses during 

this period.  

He became interested in Ex-

hibiting in 1982 and entered 

Stampex 86 for the first go  

and has been exhibiting ever since.  Over the years Gary has exhibited entries such as Tu-

nisia till WWII, South Africa Aerogrammes, The Airgraph System 1941 -45, South Ara-

bian Federation and the South Africa Protea Series.  

 

His particular love is Aden, where his Aden Postal History in 2010 achieved his long held 

goal of a Large Gold at both FIAP and FIP level. It also received the Grand Prix at Bang-

kok 2010.  Gary was invited in 2011 to show this exhibit at both the Royal Philatelic Soci-

ety of London, where he is a Fellow, and also at the yearly meeting weekend of the Society 

of Postal Historians.  Gary was a founding member of the Aden Study Group and was edi-

tor of its journal òThe Dhowó for its first ten years. 

 

Gary trained to be a judge in 1999, and in 2001 qualified to be a National Judge in Postal 

History. He now qualifies also in Traditional, Postal Stationery and Aerophilately.  In 

2006 at Washington 2006 he became an International judge.   

 

Gary is currently the International Officer of the Australian Philatelic Federation having 

been a President for 2 years from 2006. He is also in charge of Commissioner and Cus-

toms matters for Australian entries in Overseas Exhibitions. On the International scene 

Gary is a member of the FIAP Executive, Secretary to the FIP Traditional Commission 

and Vice President ð Philatelic Matters for Australia 2013.  

Gary Brown receiving his Award from John Rennie, VPC President 



6 VPC Awards of Merit 2011  
 

 

CHARLES BROMSER     
 

Charles has contributed to 

Victorian organised philately 

since 1989. Charles is one of 

a few who have served at 

Club, State, National and 

International levels.  

 

Charles has served at Club 

level as a Committee mem-

ber of the Brighton Philatelic 

Society (BPS), Royal Phila-

telic Society (RPSV) and the 

Polish Philatelic Society.  

His long -term service at 

Club level includes two 

terms as President and Fel-

lowship awards at both the 

RPSV and the BPS.    

 

In 1997 he accepted an invi-

tation to join the Victorian 

Philatelic Council where he 

has served as President, Vice President, Bulletin Editor and Youth Programmes Officer.  

He has been a member of various subcommittees of the Council ð exhibitions (Geepex80, 

Melbourne Stampshow 09, Ballarat Eureka 2000, Stampshow Melbourne 2002 and Victo-

ria 2000, policy development, judges' training and Australasian Challenge Coordinator.   

 

Charlesõ collecting base is eclectic: his major exhibits are: Rocket Mail Pioneers  

(Astrophilately), WWII Propaganda Leaflets (Aero), The Copernican Revolution  

(Thematic), USSR Postal Stationery  (PS), Millennium Movers & Shakers  (Open).  He has 

also successfully tried his hand at One Frame exhibiting with exhibits in the Astrophi-

lately and Airmail classes.   

 

Charlesõ expertise in the various exhibiting classes has meant that, he has been part of 

these national judging teams.  He also successfully apprenticed as an International judge 

in the Thematic Class at Belgica 2005.  

 

He has given seminars on thematic exhibiting and judging in Australia and, New Zealand 

and regularly gives displays of his collections to Victorian clubs and societies.  
 
 

 

 

 

Charles Bromser receiving his Award from John Rennie, VPC President 
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PETER LIETCH  
 

Peterôs philatelic interest started at 

primary school at Terang, in Victo-

ria ï there was a teacher who men-

tored him in the world of philately.  

It was at primary school that Peter 

commenced a life long interest in 

China.  He took on the task of col-

lecting as many different stamps of 

China showing Dr Sun Yat-sen ï no 

easy task when there are thousands 

of them.  Secondary schooling was 

in Colac where he attended the odd 

meeting of the Colac Philatelic Soci-

ety. 

 

1972 saw Peter move to Melbourne 

to work and study.  It wasnôt long 

before he joined the Melbourne Uni-

versity Philatelic Society.  Although 

his tertiary studies were at RMIT. ï 

for a total of 14 years part time. 

 

In 1978 he joined the Prahran Phila-

telic Society; a year later he became 

a member of Brighton Philatelic 

Society.  He is still a member of 

both Societies.  He joined the Committee at Prahran in 1980, becoming Secretary in 1995, a position he still holds. 

 

In 1980 he founded the China Philatelic Society of Melbourne.  The China group was to last for 6 years.  During those turbulent 

years for Chinese philately he helped organise displays in Melbourne from both the Mainland Chinese Post Office and the Tai-

wanese Post Office, which was no easy feat when both were vying for the China collector internationally. 

 

In 1984 Peter joined the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria.  He volunteered to be a Royal delegate to the Council of the Vic-

torian Philatelic Council in 1996.  By the second meeting of the Council he was Secretary-  another philatelic position he still 

holds. 

 

The China Philatelic Society of Melbourne may have folded but the desire to bring together collectors of China was strong.  In 

2003 with the formation of the China Philatelic Society of Australia Peter ended up being the inaugural Secretary.  However his 

membership of this group was short lived.  He resigned after some 12 months muttering about the group being more a social 

group for Chinese ï there was not much activity on the Chinese philatelic front. 

 

2009 saw Peter accept the position of Secretary to the organising Committee for Melbourne Stampshow 2009.  Long hours 

were spent organising the Exhibition and the souvenirs.  Perhaps this will be a taste for Peter of a National Australian involve-

ment in organised philately. 

 

Forever the person to do his bit to help, when the Royal was without a Secretary last year Peter volunteered.  There were some 

groans on the domestic front with this additional philatelic position, the long hours put in with Melbourne Stampshow 2009 had 

not been forgotten. 

 

Collecting interests 

Peter has been collecting China for nearly 45 years.  He now concentrates on the 1930 to 1950 period.  He also collects Kouang 

Tcheou Wan, a former French colony in China.  He has broadened his philatelic interests a little, taking on the Victoria high 

value duty stamps, following a fortuitous purchase of a large holding.  He has plated many issues. 

 

He has exhibited many times at Club meetings in Melbourne and at China specialists Clubs in Melbourne, Sydney and over-

seas. 

 

 

Peter Lietch receiving his Award from John Rennie, VPC President 



Spring Quiz  
How many Australian Prime Ministers have 

there been? How many of them have ap-

peared on Australian postage stamps?  

 
The first respondent with the correct answer 

will win a  copy of the complete bound edi-

tion of Stamp Monthly for 1938. That year 

was a time of tension and change. The 564 

pages include Society reports, fascinating 

ads, stamp market prognostications, and 

much more. A real asset in your library!   

Entries to Alex Stoneman [contacts on p.1]  

 

Winter Quiz   
What does this postal marking mean?  

 

 

 

 

A postal marking indicating that the 

item was carried on a packet boat, 

which usually sailed at regular times 

between two ports.  

Congratulations to Roman Lemega, a 

regular entrant to these quizzes. Your 

prize will be in the mail soon!  

 

Bendigo P.S. Webpage  

 
Check out Bendigoõs webpage at:  

<http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bgostamp/

index.html> 

 

   

VPC Insurance 2011 -2012 

Peter Leitch, VPC Secretary/

Treasurer,  has mailed to all Clubs 

and Societies a renewal form for pub-

lic risk and volunteer insurance. This 

covers all Society events, including 

stamp shows. Upon receipt of your 

Clubõs premium, Peter will mail your 

club a copy of the Certificate of Cur-

rency, which you may need for your 

Council or Hall owner.  

Downloadable Albums  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two new downloadable albums are about to 

be put on the AFF website. These two new 

ones are Australian Mining and Minerals in 

Australia, and Australian Prime Ministers.    
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Special Events  
   * indicates admission charges apply 

 

Essendon:  

Ukrainian Hall,  

3-11 Russell Street  

 

1st Sunday of each month  

9:00am ð 3:30pm 

 

Max Harding  

(03) 9560 5227 

Boronia:  

Uniting Church Hall,  

Boronia Road, Boronia  

3rd Saturday of each month  

9:00am ð 3:00pm  

Kevin Morgan  

Tel (03) 9729 0082 

 

Bentleigh:  

Bentleigh -McKinnon Youth Centre,  

Higgins Road, Bentleigh  

3rd Sunday of each month  

(January ñDecember) 

9 am - 2:30 pm 

 

 

John Thomas  

Tel 0418 322 315 

Nunawading:  

Jaycees Hall, Silver Grove  

Last Sunday of each month  

(third Sunday in December)  

9:00am ð 3:30pm 

 

Max Harding  

(03) 9560 5227 
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A.P.T.A.  

Stamp Fair*  

 

Box Hill Town Hall  

Saturday 12th  

Sunday  13th  

November 2011  

0409123393 

98941904 

 

Ballarat ñEurekaò Stamp 

& Coin Fair.  

 

Specialists School, Gillies 
Street, Wendouree  

 

Sunday 9th October 

 
9.30am - 3.30pm Entry Free 

 

(03) 5331 8404 

 

 

APTA Melbourne Stamp  

& Coin Fair  

 12 - 13 November 2011  

 
This event will be held at the  

Box Hill Lower Town Hall,  

1022 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill,   

from 10am to 5pm each day. Local and inter-

state dealers will attend the show. There will 

be  

¶ FREE valuations and  

¶ APTA gift vouchers will be drawn each 

day.  

¶ Also, special limited edition APTA show 

overprints and PNCs will be available 

for sale.  

¶ Admission is $5 with children admitted 

FREE.  

¶ Enquiries to 0409 123 393, email to pub-

licity@apta.com.au , or visit the APTA 

website: www.apta.com.au  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOBLE PARK STAMP CLUB Inc.  

(Regôd No: A13412P) 

P.O.Box 14,  Noble Park.  Vic.  3174 

 

CONSIGNMENTS ACCEPTED FROM 6.00PM 

TO 6.30PM 

Phone 9795 8022 (7pm-9pm) for advance alloca-

tion of Lot numbers 

Venue: Keysborough Senior Citizens 

  352 Cheltenham Road 

  Keysborough.  Vic.  3173 

 

Date:  Monday, October 24, 2011 

 

Time:  Auction commences at 8.00 

 

Viewing from 7 pm 

mailto:events@centurynova.com.au
mailto:jhthomas@bigpond.com
mailto:publicity@apta.com.au
mailto:publicity@apta.com.au
http://www.apta.com.au
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Bendigo P.S. Stamp Show  

Bendigo P.S. Held their annual Stamp 

Show on 13th August and it was an enor-

mous success, with a terrific attendance.  

 Their president ð David Cotton -  is shown 

above in a front page photo from the local 

The Bendigo Miner. The banner headline 

read:  

STAMPS FAIR  
and the  wording under the photo reads:  

 

ôON THE LOOKOUT: Bendigo Philatelic 

Society president David Cotton will be 

looking for collectable stamps at the an-

nual fair this weekend.õ   

 

What great publicity!  

 

I thank Max Harding, well known collec-

tor and dealer, who attended the fair and 

sent this newspaper cutting to me.  

 

 The article went on the outline the origin 

of the term philately .  It then reported on 

the fair and had obviously interviewed  

David because it dealt with his start in 

stamp collecting, and his views on collect-

ing today.  

 

The local stamp dealer, Athol Nicholas,  

was also mentioned in the article. He 

talked about the demand for complete en-

velopes from the past by collectors inter-

ested in postal history.  

 

This information stirred local interest for 

many ônewõ locals came to the fair, thus 

ensuring its success. I understand that the 

Bendigo Club, already active and growing, 

will attract a few new members from those 

attending this fair.  

 

Congratulations to David and his commit-

tee on their organisation. Well done too, 

Romanð Bendigoõs Secretaryð on your 

hard work for the club and the hobby!  

 

I am sure that the 2012 stamp fair will be 

even more successful. 


